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Our response to the request for 

clarification by the 

coordinators of EGN  

( European Geo park Network) 

Regarding  

“Our application for membership of the European Geo Park 

Network” (letter from EGN 16.09.2013) 

 

1. Introduction. 

The “Parco Geominerario Storico Ambientale della Sardegna”, has been part of the E.G.N. 

network since  2007. As per the rules of the EGN, in 2011, the “Parco Geominerario Storico 

Ambientale della Sardegna” was reevaluated, to ensure that it met the requirements to belong to the 

E.G.N. network. 
 

Following this reevaluation the Park was awarded “a yellow card” due to certain criticisms. 
 

E.G.N. regulations state that a geo park which has been given a yellow card should be 

reevaluated within two years. The purpose of this reevaluation is to see if the problems that had been 

highlighted previously had been overcome. If the geo park passes the reevaluation the coordination 

committee allocates a “green card”, if not a “red card” is issued leading to expulsion from the E.G.N. 

geo park network.  
 
 

2. The 2013 reevaluation.  
 
The representatives of E.G.N. network visited “Parco Geominerario Storico Ambientale della 

Sardegna” in July, and after a thorough investigation drafted a positive final report. 
 
 

3. The observation of the E.G.N. coordination committee  ( 16.09.2013). 
 
At the conference held in “Parco del Cilento” on the 02.09.2013 the coordination committee of 

E.G.N. noted the positive assessment given to “Parco Geominerario Storico Ambientale della 

Sardegna”, but made observations that were also pointed out in the letter of the 16.09.2013, as 

follows: 
 

“… The E.G.N. coordination committee felt that further clarification was needed on the issue 
of the borders of the geo park and requested an official letter by the end of this year. 



 
 
If the geo park still appears to consist of 8 separated areas, a solution is required to show that 

the geo park is one network, with one border and this should be accompanied by a report or a map. 
If the territory of the geo park is a single territory then E.G.N. requires a statement to the fact 

and a clarification of the new borders. 
  

The E.G.N. coordination committee has also noted that the report submitted by their 
inspectors states: “ It is clear that the Geo park operates throughout the island and so the 
administrative and operational boundaries of the Geo park is the costal perimeters of Sardinia”. 

  

If this evaluation is correct then the territory covered by the Geo park is more than 10% 
greater than originally declared and the Geo park must submit a new application for 
membership…”  

 
The E.G.N. coordination committee has requested the Geo park to supply explanations to solve 

the problems that have been indentified and confirm its willingness to support and assist the Geo 

park to overcome that highlighted problems. 

 
 

4. Clarification on the part of “Parco Geominerario Storico Ambientale della 
Sardegna”. 

 

First of all the Commissioner, the Director and Delegates of the “Parco Geominerario Storico 

Ambientale della Sardegna” would like to thank the E.G.N. coordination committee for their time, 

help and advice that they gave us at the 12th International Conference and during later discussions. 

Our heartfelt thanks to the E.G.N. coordination committee and in particular to Nickolas Zouros 

and Maurizio Burlando, for the clarifications they gave us.  We would like to point out that 

impassioned support of the “Parco Geominerario Storico Ambientale della Sardegna” was motivated 

by the fact that we believed the problems had already been solved. 

The explanations and suggestions given by the E.G.N. coordination committee together with 

the situations of other geo parks that have similar problems, which have been resolved successfully, 

have allowed us to understand what the E.G.N. coordination committee requires.  An in-depth 

analysis of the information submitted to UNESCO and discussions with those who drafted the report 

have led us to the belief that, with your help, we can overcome the difficulties highlighted. 
 
The problem is that the “Parco Geominerario Storico Ambientale della Sardegna” appears to 

be 8 separeted areas, each with his own identity, while the “Parco Geominerario Storico Ambientale 

della Sardegna” is lacking his own identity. 

 
 

4.1. The Territory of “Parco Geominerario Storico Ambientale della Sardegna”. 
 
The apparent divisions of the “Parco Geominerario Storico Ambientale della Sardegna” 

originate from the report presented by the Autonomouns Region of Sardinia to UNESCO in 

September of 1997, which laid the bases for the recognition by the general assembly of UNESCO in 



1997 of the “Parco Geominerario Storico Ambientale della Sardegna”, this was carried by 

unanimous vote of the 170 delegates, as “ the first park of the global network of UNESCO’s geo 

sites /geo parks”. In fact the Autonomous Region of Sardinia past the resolution “number 30/6 

on the 25/07/1997(doc.1)”,  which promoted the establishment of  “Parco Geominerario Storico 

Ambientale della Sardegna”, “this includes not only the mining sites, the most  important of 

which are in the Sulcis-Iglesiente / Guspini areas, but also the most important mining sites in 

other areas of the island…”, identifying who should prepare the technical and scientific 

documentation to be submitted as part of the formal request for recognition to UNESCO, and 

the preparation by EMSA ( Ente Sardo Mining) of a feasibility plan. 

 
 

The application together with the report prepared by the EMSA was forwarded by the 

President of the Regione Sardegna to the Italian Commision of UNESCO with reference 23.9.1997 

protocol 3941 (doc.2) and a further letter date 21.10.1997 was sent to the Director General of 

UNESCO in Paris. The Director of the Division of Earth Sciences  in a letter of 2.12.1997 informed 

the Italian Commission for UNESCO, that the United Nations Organizations for 

Education,Science,Culture stated that“the proposal from the Sardinian Region to set up the “Parco 

Geominerario Storico Ambientale della Sardegna” as the first example of a new global network of 

Geo Sites/Geo Parks, which had been established during the same General Conference, was 

excellent”. Furthermore “ on July 30th 1998 after an International group of experts positively 

evaluated the “Parco Geominerario Storico Ambientale della Sardegna” the official statement of 

recognition was signed in Paris. On September the 30th 1998 in the presence of the highest 

authorities of UNESCO and the Italian Government the park was publicly formalized with the 

signing of the “Charter of Cagliari”( Carta di Cagliari )”. 

 

In the file of the original documents that were submitted to UNESCO for recognition the 

following is stated: 

Sardinia is famous in the International Mining World for the richness of its geology, its 

mineral deposits and its mines. In its 24000 square kilometers all geological ages from late 

Precambrian onwards are present.  Sardinia has a huge diversity of rocks, minerals and fossils. 
 

Numerous different mineral deposits have been exploited intensively for more than 8000 years 

by the local population and by the people of the Mediterranean and the European Continent.  
 

The importance from a technical-scientific point of view of the geological, mining geology, 

and mining heritage of Sardinia has been documented by the vast number of scientific articles that 

have been published by both Italian and International Universities. 
 



The Autonomous Region of Sardinia decided to establish the “Parco Geominerario Storico 
Ambientale della Sardegna” and divided it into 8 separated areas covering 3.800 square kilometers 
in order to protect and enhance this heritage. 

 Each area is unique and original in respect to its geological deposits to its mineralogical 
characteristics to its mining history and mining techniques.  

 Great care and attention is paid to the historical and archeological aspects that relate to mining. 
All natural resources are treated with utmost respect including environmental restoration aimed at the 
rehabilitation of the landscape of disused mining areas. 

 

The criterion and their sequential numbering is based on mining and its historical context, 

starting with M.Arci and obsidian ( Area1) to the pre nuragic talc populations of Orani ( Area 2) to 

the copper mines of Funtana Raminosa (Area 3) which was fundamental for the development of 

bronze metallurgy in the Nuragic Age; mining continued in the Punic and Roman times with various 

types of mining ( Area 4, 5, 6  ) finally to the mining districts of Sarrabus ( Area 7) and Sulcis-

Iglesiente-Guspinese (Area 8)  the latter being important because of the scale of the mining in those 

areas. 
 

Within all 8 areas there is an extraordinary wealth of mining archeology which together with 

the natural features and “ archeology that is at risk” make the “Parco Geominerario Storico e 

Ambientale della Sardegna” unique in the world. This heritage has allowed us to reconstruct an 

authentic network that represents the mining history of Sardinia . These areas are interconnected not 

just physically but also historically and environmentally and represent the mining history of 

Sardinia. These unique historical and environmental characteristics represent a huge value added 

advantage to “Parco Geominerario Storico e Ambientale della Sardegna”  compared to other similar 

initiatives. For the above reasons “Parco Geominerario Storico e Ambientale della Sardegna” has a 

system of assets ( historical scientific social and natural) that are interrelated and form the overall 

identity of “Parco Geominerario Storico e Ambientale della Sardegna”  which does not exists in 

other parks. We would like to highlight that “Parco Geominerario Storico e Ambientale della 

Sardegna” is not a conglomeration of disconnected sites but areas with well-defined boundaries and 

therefore in this sense meet the requirements of the E.G.N. regulations. 
 

The ministerial decree of 16th October 2001 established the 8 areas ( see maps attached  ) and 
this was approved by the  Entity statute in march 9th  2004. 

 
Both Decree and Statute laid down how the “Parco Geominerario Storico e Ambientale della 

Sardegna”  was to be administered as a unique entity making previsions for a board of Directors that 

make decisions, apply uniform rules and also identified the importance of one general manager for 

the park. Thereby insuring a single  entity.  



The above requirements are fixed and unchangeable, no person or group of people within the  

“Parco Geominerario Storico e Ambientale della Sardegna” can change alter or modify them as they 

are the bases upon which the park was created. 
 

In terms of the management of the  “Parco Geominerario Storico e Ambientale della 

Sardegna” as a single organization, an analysis of the management structure shows  that the Park is a 

single entity from an economic and human resources prospective and this gives great added value. In 

this respect the inspectors of the E.G.N. network,  have produce an in-depth  report and given the 

“Parco Geominerario Storico e Ambientale della Sardegna” a positive rating. As mentioned above 

the E.G.N. coordination committee has requested clarification and provided indications of the 

information which would improve and clarify the single identity of the “Parco Geominerario Storico 

e Ambientale della Sardegna”. 
 

On this point the “Parco Geominerario Storico e Ambientale della Sardegna” in tandem with 

the Regione of Sardinia has been carrying out a study of the rail networks, footpaths and historical 

and cultural itineraries that connected the 8 mining areas that form the “Parco Geominerario Storico 

e Ambientale della Sardegna” ( doc 3).  
 

The protection and enhancement of these significant historical, cultural and physical resources 

have been proposed informally to members of the E.G.N. and therefore in this document we are 

presenting a draft of the study that we intend to carry out also for the purpose of the reevaluation by 

the E.G.N.. 
 

As can be seen from the following this is an extremely demanding job in terms of time and 

human resources, and await a final opinion. 
 

 
 

4.2. The connection system between the areas of “Parco Geominerario Storico e 
Ambientale della Sardegna” 

 
…“A rail system and connecting paths between the mining areas that form the “Parco 

Geominerario Storico e Ambientale della Sardegna” with  historical and enviromental 

importance”.. 

Situated at the center of the Western basin of the Mediterranean the island of Sardinia is a 

peculiar phenomenon. Its environmental characteristics, its geological, paleontological, 

mineralogical,   biological,  forests,  wetlands, spectacular natural landscapes, the morphology of its 

coasts and interior reliefs, its underground caves and archeology, and the rarity of its endemic 

species make it a small continent. 

   



The social and cultural history of the island has been greatly influenced by the mining 

activities that have attracted people from all over the Mediterranean and mainland Europe over the 

last 8000 years. This was due to the wealth and variety of mineral deposits on the Island.  

The mining industry in Sardinia has been influenced by the world economy, periods of great 

growth and periods of recession. Inevitably mining ended because deposits were exhausted or the 

cost of production became too high. Sardinia is almost unique in the world of mining not only for the 

8000 years of its mining history but also because of the large range of mineral deposits: metal- 

bearing ( lead, zinc, iron, magnesium, manganese, copper silver, gold, cadmium, tin, antimony, 

molybdenum, nickel, and cobalt);  

industrial: coal, quartz sand, refractory and bentonitic clays, barite, fluorite, kaolin, feldspar, 

talc, ocher, and lithoid ( ornamental stones, building material). 

The “Parco Geominerario Storico e Ambientale della Sardegna” is deeply rooted in Sardinian 

history and culture. It was established after a long process that arose from the consciousness of many 

scholars, enthusiasts and people who loved their own territory, all of whom recognize the value and 

the technical scientific and cultural importance of the ancient mining history of Sardinia.  The 

mining activity, to a very great degree, gave birth to the Sardinian Rail Network, due to the need to 

move the materials produce in the various mining areas and by the need to move timber for industry 

and of course for the movement of workers and people between the various industrial areas.  

The first railway track on the island was built in 1861 by Societè Anonyme des Auts 

Fourneaux, Forge set Accieries, Petit Gaudet et C. di Rive de Gier (Loire-Francia), which linked 

the iron mine of San Leone to the beach of La Maddalena in the municipality of Capoterra. This 15.4 

kilometer  track was used to transport people and the mine products to the Gulf of Cagliari and as such 

opened it to international trade routes.  In the report “Conditions of the mining industry in Sardinia in 

1871” by Deputy Minister Quintino Sella it was highlighted that production costs and transport costs 

were such as to make it uneconomic to mine certain minerals in certain areas of Sardinia. 

Despite doubts and opposition on the part of some Italian politicians, in 1862 Chevalier Gaetano 

Semenza and the group of Italian-English entrepreneurs obtained the concession to build a network 

that would link Cagliari, the Capital of Sardinia with Igliesias which was the most important mining 

area, and then Porto Torres, Terranova-Pausania ( Olbia ) were joined to network.  

The Royal society of Sardinian Railways was founded in London, England. This company laid 

down the rail routes, negotiated agreements with the State and opened the first section of Rail Road 

from Cagliari to Villasor in April 1871. 



By 1881 all the tracks that were based on the Welshman  Benjamin Piercy’s plan were 

finished,  but in the meantime passenger traffic to the mainland was moved from Terranova to Golfo 

Aranci which resulted in 1883, in the need to construct an extension to the railway that then 

connected the two ports of Gallura. 
 

In 1876 an important rail track for the mining industry, was built to transport materials from 

the mine of Monteponi to Portovesme.   

Sardinia finally had its railway network. By the 31th December 1899 30 Steam locomotives, 

106 carriages, 23 vans and 436 freight wagons were running on the Royal Sardinian Rail Network. 

The various Sardinian railways tracks can be seen in the attached maps and historical date that 

show that a network connecting the 8 areas of the “Parco Geominerario Storico della Sardegna” 

existed.  

It is obvious the important role played by the railways in unifying the 8 mining areas. This 

connection is documented by the movement of workers, machinery, materials, goods and everything 

else between the 8 mining areas as well as with the ports, that since the beginning of the mining 

history in Sardinia were the only connection to the rest of the world. The movement of people within 

Sardinia and between Sardinia and the rest of the Mediterranean is well documented, in fact Sardinia 

was on  the “Route of the Phoenicians in the Mediterranean” and artifacts from the Sardinian 

obsidian trade have been found in the countries of “mare nostrum” (Our sea, the Mediterranean). In 

Sardinia the paths connecting the mining area developed first and sub sequentially the roads and 

railways and finally the sea routes .  
 

Even though Sardinia was known throughout the Mediterranean for its mineral wealth since 

the VI millennium BC, the growth of mining settlements and villages date back to the second half of 

the XIX century. When there was a resumption of mining activity all over Europe. 

Following the studies carried out by Alberto Della Marmora, in the first half of the 19th 

century the complete geological and mining potential of Sardinia was identified and this opened the 

way to in-depth studies on the potential for the extraction of minerals.  

In 1848 the extension of the mining legislation in Piemonte ( which ruled Sardinia ) resulted in 

the development of a real mining industry. 

The spread of the territories involved in mining can be seen from one of the first mining maps 

of Sardinia made in 1870 by the Minister Quintino Sella who reported on the mines that then existed 

based on a pre-existing map of Sardinia  drawn in 1845 by general A. Ferrero of Marmora. 



In 1921 the same mining map was updated and shows a significant increase in the 

mining concessions in Sardinia, highlighting high concentrations of mines in certain areas. 

The mining tradition of Sardinia is therefore based on a large number of mines scattered all 

over the entire surface of the island, with differences in production, scientific aspects and of 

course culture. They are however all essential to the understanding of the extraordinary 

evolution of events that for more than 8000 years have marked the history of this land and 

humans interactions with it. 

 

The influence and importance of mining in the development of the history of Sardinia 

cannot be exaggerated. This is the history of a population that exploited its enormous 

underground resources and whose history developed due to mining. Throughout the Island the 

profound changes brought about by the mining history are clearly visible today.  

The features of the natural landscape have clearly been marked by a culture of “wealth”. 

This material culture has had a huge influence in social organizations and resulted in the 

founding of settlements that sprung up around the mines which resulted in changes to the 

landscape and the socio cultural environment which characterized large areas, giving them a 

precise identity, at once unique yet representative of the entire regional geo-Mediterranean 

culture.  

 

It would be folly to limit one’s understanding of the influences of the mining industry 

just to those areas that were giving mining concessions, because this would ignore the greater 

and in ways more profound influences and would not consider the influences in the 

environment on associated industrial development such as transport networks, the growth of 

towns and villages and of course the hidden effects of movement of people on a permanent or 

semi-permanent bases. 

I  

A good example of this interaction of mining to the larger area is the case of the mines 

near the coast (es. Montevecchio Ingurtosu, Nebida, Masua), one cannot simply ignore the 

relationship with the sea, with the transport routes for minerals, consisting of mine railways 

that transported materials to the coast, which were laboriously loaded onto “bilancella 

Carlofortine” ( small cargo ships) before sailing to Carloforte to be loaded on to  large cargo 

ships or directly on to the steamers in Porto Flavia.  

Sardinia held a prominent position in the global mining landscape. In Sardinia mining 

has existed without interruptions since the bronze age and continues to the present day. It 

reached its peak production from the second half of the 19th century to the mid-20th century. 



In a small area the size of Sardinia there were more the 400 mines which employed tens 

of thousands of workers. These mining structure with their advanced technological systems 

give birth to all mining villages and new towns ( for example Carbonia ). Iglesias “The 

ancient villa of the Church” was the capital of Sardinian mining and at the turn of the XX 

century was one of the most important mining towns in Italy.  

The closure of the mines left a legacy not only of infrastructure, machinery, buildings, 

often in spectacular settings but also of documents and archives of undisputed value, as well 

as human values and professional skills which are the roots of the cultural  identity of several 

generations that have to be respected, protected and passed on. 

The mining areas have become economically marginalized as a result of the closing of 

the mines and have found in the “Parco Geominerario Storico Ambientale della Sardegna” an 

opportunity to create, on a local bases, new  and different  opportunities for social and 

economic progress through the better use of their natural and historical and artistic resources 

and together form an immense tangible and intangible asset. 

 
 
 

5. The Work Plan for the preparation of the dossier on the connection system 
of the “Parco Geominerario Storico e Ambientale della Sardegna” 

 
The following is the draft of the work plan for the preparation of the dossier which will 

be delivered  within 60 days of approval of the project idea: 
 

                                           1.   Introduction 
1.1.  The Rail System and connecting paths between the mining areas with a high 

historical and landscape value of the Parco Geominerario Storico e Ambientale della 
Sardegna. 

 
                                                  2.Description 

2.1. Mining, Railways, Industrial Archeology and land use. 
2.2. The evolution of industry, mining, transport and cargo handling in 19th century 

Sardinia. 
2.3.  The epic of the railways in Sardinia: the train routes of the Royal Society with over 

1000 kilometers of secondary railway lines: events and images and historical events, 
memories and documentation. 

2.4. Mining Data: Concessions, Mining Companies in the Territories, Exploitation 
and Men 

2.5. The Disused Railways Lines 
2.6. Traces from our ancient mining past 
2.7. The salt railways 
2.8. The Mining ports 
2.9. The trade routes 

 
                                          3.   The Territory. 
3.1.1. The complexities of the area crossed by the rail network: the wealth of the 

geological, the natural environment and human aspects   



3.1.2. The geological and geomorphological landscape: Rivers and Lakes, 
Hills and Mountains. 

3.1.3. The karst landscape of Tacchi: the wealth and wonders of the underground 
world (The caves of Ulassai, Sadali, etc…) 

3.1.4. Geological sites, geo morphosites and geo-diversity 
3.1.5. Characteristics  flora, vegetation and forest 
3.1.6. The Variety of Wildlife, 
 3.1.7. Parks and other protected area  
3.1.8. Industrial archeology sites  
3.1.9. Archeological Sites 
3.1.10. Crops and productions 

 
                                      4.   Territorial development 

4.1.1. System of  Greenways: the ancient mining sites and disused railways 
tracks: the contribution of the Municipalities, the Provinces and “Parco 
Geominerario Storico e Ambientale della Sardegna” 

4.1.2. Valorization, the economy and tourism:  prospects for sustainable 
development 

 
                                              5.   Authors 

 
                                             6.   Bibliography 
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Autonomous Region of Sardinia   Resolution of 25.07.1997 – (30/6) 
 
 
 
OBJECT:    The Geo Mining Park of Sardinia.‐ Information on the outcome of the initiative taken by the 
commission of UNESCO for recognition  for the “Parco Geominerario Storico e Ambientale della 
Sardegna” as World Heritage Site. 
 

 
The President of the Regional Council comments on the prospective related to the valorization of 
the cultural and historical heritage of the ancient mining activity in Sardinia, arising as a result of 
the visit of the UNESCO Inspectors from July 6th to the 9th 1997 
Since 1994 the geo Sardinian mining heritage has been brought to the attention of UNESCO, on the initiative of the 
association for the creation of a geological and mining park which was established in 1992 in the context of The 
Association Of Sardinian Mines ( Associazione Mineraria Sarda). 
At the conclusion of the inspections organized by the EMSA , in some of the principal abandoned 
mining sites the commission has found ideal characteristics to enroll the most significant brownfield 
sites “abandoned industrial sites” in Sardinia among the international protected areas of interest on 
the bases of the preliminary proposal prepared by EMSA that are to be considered an integral part of 
this resolution ( attached ). 
 

The recognition given by UNESCO of the “Parco Geominerario Storico e Ambientale della Sardegna” with its unique 
history, industrial archeology, mining technology geological and natural resources can be the bases of new 
economic growth and job creation in the territories concerned.  
The industrial and mining industries that have now closed were in the past an important source of 
wealth, but they also profoundly marked the territories and require replacing primarily with activities 
aimed at recovery and restoration of the environment with the scope of developing new productive 
activities. 
The Agreement reached with the Minister of the Environment for the preparation of a plan of 
rehabilitation for the Sulcis‐Iglesiente‐Guspinese areas, together with planned initiatives as part of the 
application of the L 20411993  and the other initiative defined in the Planning Document negotiated 
for the development of the territory of Sulcis Iglesiente Guspini areas, signed by the Regional 
Government, Local Authorities and Trade Unions form the start of concrete public intervention in the 
support of the conversion process and economic recovery of the territory. 
The Region, in line with the above statement aims to promote with the involvement of all the relative 
institution the creation of a Geological Mining Park of Sardinia, that includes not only the mining sites , 
the most important of which are focused in the Sulcis‐Iglesiente‐Guspini area but also the most 
significant mining facilities in other parts of the Island. Among which are some sites in Monte Arci in 
the province of Oristano where mining obsidian started in the Neolithic age 7000 years BC.; the area of 
Orani in the province of Nuoro where steal steatites were extracted in the late Neolithic period about 
3000 BC ; the area of Funtana Raminosa where copper was extracted in the Nuragic age 1200 years BC, 
this copper was used in metallurgy for the production of “bronzetti”; the mine at Argentiera in the 
Province of Sassari and the area of Sarrabus Gerrei in the province of Cagliari where the mining  
activities were at the times intensive. These sites were mined from about 600 BC until the industrial 
era during which they reached their peak. 



The main purpose of the “Parco Geominerario Storico e Ambientale della Sardegna” is to administer as 
a single entity all of the programmed interventions,  to coordinate all the initiatives, some in the 
startup phase, for the valorization of the mineral resources from a scientific, study (both national and 
international ), research, environmental and touristic point of view. 
 
The President wants to highlight the importance that all the relevant Ministers ( Education, Planning, 
Industry, Environment, Tourism ) play in this initiative. They will activate all the necessary synergies, 
financial,  operational and normative in pursuit of these objectives. 
Furthermore the President would like to point out that the scientific documentation and then the 
feasibility  plan for the establishment of the “Parco Geominerario Storico e Ambientale della Sardegna” 
has to be prepared, as UNESCO requires the documentation in September in order to evaluate the 
application and for it to be presented to the general assembly which will be held between the end of 
October and the beginning of November.  
 
 

The Regional Council, 
having heard the President’s report, 

 
resolution 

 
1. that the scientific and technical documentation required by UNESCO are prepared in a timely 
manner, and submitted to UNESCO;  
2.  a feasibility plan for the “Parco Geominerario Storico e Ambientale della Sardegna” is to be 
prepared including proposal for comprehensive legislation which has to be agreed with the local 
authorities of the territories; 
3. authorize the Ministers of Education, Planning and Budget Defense of the Environment, Industry and 
Tourism of the Regional Government, to identify the financial resources to be  allocated to the 
achievement of the above mentioned objective, through funding from EU, National and Regional 
authorities with specific reference to the preparation of the aforementioned scientific documentation 
at the estimated cost of 350 million lire and the preparation of the feasibility plan with a budget of 2 
billion lire, this action is to be taken with the resources relative to POP 199411999. These estimates are 
the competence of the the Assessorato della Difesa  Ambiente. 
 
4. the EMSA is the executor to meet the obligations referred to in point 1) and 2), because they 
promoted this initiative with the UNESCO, they have the skills and the basic documentation and 
organization necessary for a positive conclusion within the times indicated, to start the proceeding for 
the establishment of the geo mining park of Sardinia 
 
 
THE GENERAL COORDINATOR                                                                                 THE PRESIDENT 
               Leo                                                                                                                      Palomba 
                                             
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

2) Letter of 23.09.1997 protocol. 3941 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 23th 1997 
 
Subject: Application for the  declaration by UNESCO for the recognition of  the “ Parco 
Geominerario Storico e Ambientale della Sardegna” as a World Heritage Site. 
 

Commissione ital iana UNESCO Piazza Firenze. & 
001&6  ‐   Roma fax n. 06/6873684 

 
Following the cessation of the traditional mining activities, the mining areas are going through a period of 
transition. The history of mining in Sardinia began more than 8000 years ago. The Autonomous Region of 
Sardinia has undertaken, through its Agency ( EMSA ) the steps required to safeguard, protect and promote the 
great geo mining and industrial archeology heritage  in several of the abandoned and disused mining areas which 
still constitute an area of great interest to the international scientific community. 
To this end the Regional Council of Sardinia decreed by a specific act ( Deliberativo n 30/6 July 25th 1997 ) to 
initiate the procedures to establish  the “Parco Geominerario Storico e Ambientale della Sardegna” by mandating 
EMSA to take the necessary steps and procedures to meet this objective. 
To  further this process, in view of the importance of geo mining heritage of Sardinia at an International level, the 
Autonomous Region of Sardinia has requested  World Heritage status from UNESCO, as a recognition of the 
value of the “Parco Geominerario Storico e Ambientale della Sardegna” 
In order to illustrate to UNESCO the historical, cultural and scientific relevance of the geo mining heritage of 
Sardinia, EMSA has prepared a dossier, which is attached, that indicates that the areas to be included in the park, 
as well as being of geo mineral importance, are also of importance both from a nature and archeological point of 
view, which supports their inclusion in the “Parco Geominerario Storico e Ambientale della Sardegna”, and are of 
extra ordinary historical and environmental importance. 
In the same dossier it is also noted that the history of the ancient mines, which so deeply influenced the history of 
Sardinia, turned Sardinia into an important cross roads for the peoples of the Mediterranean and Europe. Sardinia 
has long been a fertile ground for cultural exchanges  
The recognition by the UNESCO of the importance of the “Parco Geominerario Storico e Ambientale della 
Sardegna” will certainly contribute to the re discovering and appreciation of the importance of the mining history 
and culture of Sardinia, giving it an international prospective with the aim of reproducing and disseminating the 
values which it has been able to generate. 
I would like to point out that various specialist of the Scientific Department of UNESCO have, in the past, on 
several occasion visited these areas to assess their heritage while  awaiting the decision of the UNESCO 
commission. This shows complete transparency and willingness to provide any and all clarification that is 
necessary. 
Your sincerely. 
 

THE PRESIDENT 
Dr. Federico Pcrlom 
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3) Map of Connection of the Park 
 

 
 


